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Executive Bios

Ikaika Kimura began his career in video back 
in 1993 were he learned a trade to non-linear 
edit video on one of Hawaii’s thirteen Avid 
systems in the state at the time. He learned 
to troubleshoot and maintain these systems 
as he produced backyard surf videos of 
himself along with friends. He learned the 
basics on a Avid Media Suite Pro cutting pilot 
reels for several well know videographers 
and stepped up to the Media Composer line 
while at Pacifi c Islander In Communications, 
a non-profi t that tells the stories of Pacifi c 
Islanders by supporting, promoting, and 
developing Pacifi c Island media content and 
talent. Getting his feet wet in the industry took 
place as an assistant video editor at Pacifi c 
Islanders in Communications in 1995 were he 
assistant edited three documentaries that aired 
on PBS nationwide through a federal grant.

In 1997, Kimura sold his car and purchased 
his own Avid Xpress Elite and started 
Danica Productions, LLC. He later 
upgraded to a Media Composer 9000XL (A 
$120,000.00 edit system that edited Final 
Fantasy from Square USA, the Japanese 
Animation Movie, that was based here in 
Hawaii) in 2001 to pursue his career in post 
video production. Since then he has been 
profi cient and effective editing on both Avid 
products and Apple’s Final Cut Studio.

In 1998, Ikaika Kimura was employed by 
Hearst-Argyle Television, Inc owned KITV 
as a cameraman for the Morning News with 
Kathy Muneno, Paul Udell, & Tiny Tadani. 
Kimura also provided Chyron Graphics for 
the night news, fl oor directed, & worked 

IKAIKA KIMURA
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

as a production assistant for on location remotes.

In 1999, Ikaika Kimura was the executive producer/
creator for Hawaii’s highly rated cable series ‚“Local 
Kine Grindz” where viewers were taken to over 
600 restaurants in search of various global cuisines. 
Kimura was also the original editor for Tiny TV in 
1999, a variety show, and co-creator of OverDrive 
Live in 2001, Hawaii’s only Music Video based 
series, which still currently airs in Hawaii on OC16. 
Kimura has worked with numerous local and national 
clients with companies in various industries.

In 2002, Kimura saw the demand for internet 
applications and returned to school at New Horizons 
of Hawaii for an intense one year web development 
series of courses, particularly streaming video, 
to distribute video on multiple mediums.

In 2004, Ikaika created his 3rd show with Kevin 
Yen, Co-Executive Producer, & actor/model Kala’i 
Miller entitled, NRG Television. The same year, 
Kimura created Bid Now To Win, Hawaii’s Online 
Auction Marketplace. Basically a combination 
of QVC meets eBay, local style! During those 
years, Ikaika also independently works with 
various companies developing web marketing 
solutions and network video production which 
have aired on all of Hawaii’s major networks 
like KHON, KITV, KGMB, KHNL, & KFVE.

In the Spring of 2006, Ikaika Kimura joined 
forces with Hawaii Pacifi c Entertainment, lead 
by Lincoln Jacobe, to over see and produce 
the companies multiple television series on 
OC16 such at Tech Box, The Joy of Crafting, 
Pacifi c Groove with Jasmine Trias, and KHON’s 
Generation X & Y hosted by Johnny Bandack.

Hawaiian Grown is Ikaika Kimura’s fourth 
personal television series since 1999.

• Certifi ed Avid Editor
• KITV Studio Camera operator for news cast
• Creator and Executive Producer for Hawaii’s 

highly rated OC16 TV Show Local Kine 
Grindz.

• Co-Creator and Executive Producer for NRG 
Television & OverDrive Live

• Executive Producer for Tech Box
• Directed Generation X & Y on KHON and Joy 

of Crafting on OC16
• Consultant for many other TV shows
• Web Development and Internet Solutions 

consultant since 2002.
• Owns and operates web server at Tier 1 

Internet Backbone facility in Houston, Texas 
managing over 80 web sites.
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Executive Bios

Born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Grant grew up always having a love 
for food. Grant’s best memories are 
from seeing lots of different foods at 
family parties prepared by his both of 
his grandmothers’ skillful hands. Even 
when Grant was very young, he had the 
benefi t of going to many great restaurants. 
This early exposure to good food was 
what inclined Grant to become a chef. 
Grant started his culinary journey during 
college cooking healthy alternative 
dishes for one of his grandmothers 
that had an insulin dependant diabetic 
condition. She later became insulin 
free after her doctor remarked that her 
blood sugar levels had greatly improved 
due to the introduction of healthy 
and nutritious foods into her diet.

It was then that Grant became fascinated 
with the culinary arts while also being 
in UH Manoa’s fi ne arts program with 
a focus on the ceramic arts. Grant then 
practiced to duplicate his grandmother’s 
priceless family recipes to be able to 
consistently recreate them for his family 
in the future. This led to the idea of 
starting a small catering business for 
small exclusive private parties. Shortly 
after, Grant found the urge to get into 
retail food service. Ironically around 
that same time line Grant would soon 
meet his two future business partners 
Shannon Akazawa and Norlan Horita.

Grant apprenticed with many top chefs 

GRANT KAWASAKI
EXECUTIVE CHEF

and restaurants to develop his own signature style. 
With the experience of traditional sushi making, 
French, Japanese cuisine and new wave techniques, 
Grant infl uenced a food system that would be the 
backbone of his entire company. A unique hybrid 
sushi/world fusion cuisine offered as a catering and 
restaurant food service system. This system is what 
quickly identifi ed his companies namesakes: Global 
Foods, Inc. / Sushi Supreme Hawaii / Gokujo Sushi.

Grant’s companies offer an array of diversifi ed 
services and products. Some of his companies 
specialties are: live sushi bar catering, retail 
take out, ultra exclusive private chef service, 
restaurant food service management, food product 
development and culinary consulting. Grant’s 
future plans are to open a nationwide sushi take 
out franchise, full service restaurant locations 
and offer specialty food service merchandise.

Grant would like to continue diversifying his 
culinary and food service network into the media 
by writing informative and critical columns on 
Hawaii’s culinary industry in his aroundhawaii.
com Oceanic Time Warner web site food column 
entitled “Let’s Eat!” With many previous 
successful food service namesakes, Grant has 
been featured in many newspaper articles, news 
interviews and locally produced TV shows.

With his longtime friend and multi-media business 
partner Ikaika Kimura, Grant plans to be involved, 
strategically and continuously, in televised culinary 
media to help promote Hawaii as a culinary 
leader in food quality, talent, innovative regional 
cuisine and total food service standards.

Aside from many years of collegiate theatrical/fi lm/
musical arts experience, the highly anticipated and 
locally produced OC-16 TV show, Hawaiian Grown, 
will be Grant’s fi rst role as a TV show host and chef.

• Grant operates Hanapa’a Sushi Co. at Times 
Supermarket 

• Owns and Operates Hawaiian Grown 
Catering, famous for its all you can eat live 
sushi bar

• Paradise Dressings, bottles salad dressings, 
meat marinades, and poke sauces

• Planning full service restaurant locations 
statewide

• Consults for other food service companies
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Ikaika Kimura
Executive Producer

ikaika@hawaiiangrowntv.com
(808) 382-5175

Grant Kawasaki
Host/Executive Chef

grant@hawaiiangrowntv.com
(808) 306-4103

94-536 Aohoku Place
Mililani HI 96789

www.hawaiiangrowntv.com
www.hawaiiangrownkitchen.com

www.hawaiiangrowncatering.com
www.hanapaasushi.com

Contact Info


